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Jainas and Buddhists remains now to be decided. Mention has
already been made of the Purohita but whether he was the chief of
all the religious officers in this period cannot be decided for lack
of evidence. His close association with the king and his importance
in vital matters like the coronation and the religious functions in
the palace must have naturally given him a place of enviable
prominence. But if he were in reality the head of all such officers,
he would have been referred to in connection with the mathas of
either the Hindus or the Jainas and the Sahghdrfimas of the Buddhists.
The Gupta seals refer to the existence of an official in the following
words: Tlralhnktau ViiuiyasthiU-sthclpanddhikaranastja^ which imply
that he must have been an official who looked after the morals of the
people. If this were really the case then he could only have been the
prototype of the Asokan Dhamma MaJiamdta^ and the Samana
MaJiamatas* of the ^atavahana inscriptions.3
( The religious institutions of this period had evidently some
administrative officers.-. The Agrahams granted to Brahmanas were
under the jurisdiction of the Agraharika, who must have been entrusted
with the recovery of certain dues, privileges and the introduction of
new settlers in a given agraharch^ This can be inferred from the Gaya
copper-plate grant of Samudra G-upta which reveals that " the tax
paying cultivators, artisans etc. of other villagers should not be
introduced by the Aflraharika of tfiis (village) (for the purpose of
settling in it and carrying on their occupations) (for) otherwise there
would certainly be a violation of the privileges of an agrahara"*
This officer, it may be observed, is again mentioned in the Bhitari
stone pillar inscription of Skanda, Gupta although his duties are not
specified in any way.5 But as he is clearly referred to in this record
along with other officers like the Saidkika and the Gaitlmika, there
cannot be any doubt about his official status*
The Jaina 'viharas too must have been under the supervision of
ryoNThe Paharpur copper-plate inscription of the G-upta year
159 mentions the Srarwnacanja (runanandin of Vata Gohali which
has been identified with the modern G-oalbhita.6 This Acarya was
1  A. S. L R., 1903-04, P- 209.
2  Hultzsch, C. L J., I, The Inscriptions of Atika, p. 9; also see Hookerji, Asoka, 29-31
178-79, Bhandarkar, AsSJsa, pp. 65-67,144-48.
8 E. /., VIII no. p. 91.
4  Fleet, op.dt, (6oj, p. 257,* italics mine, text, p. 2$7:
karada-httnmbi-Karu'k-adayah pravesayitavyS ma(a)ny
5  Ibid. (12), p. 52.
6  & L, XX, no. 5, p* 62, see also p. 61.